Dated, the 10™ January, 2017

Five persons were killed and 30 injured on 7™ January, 2017when a bus

feturning from Puri hit a trailer laden with protruding steel sheets. The protruding

teel sheets entered the bus breaking the wind screen creating a havoc. The

Incident has been covered by various news papers like Ananda Bazar, the Times of

[ndia, the Telegraph(copies whereof are annexed hereto).

The Central Motor Vehicle Rules 1989 in particular sub-rule 8 of Rule 93

briginally provided as follows :

*[(8)] No motor vehicle shall be loaded in such a manner that the load or any

bart thereof extends,-

(i laterally beyond the side of the body:

(i)  to the front beyond the foremost party of the load body of the
vehicle;

(iii)  to the rear beyond the rearmost part of the vehicle;

(iv)  toa height beyond the limits specified in sub-rule (4);

brovided that clause (iii) shall not apply to a goods carriage when loaded with any

pole or rod or indivisible load so long as the projecting part or parts do not exceed

the distance of one metre beyond the rearmost point of the motor vehicle."

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways by a notification dated 17"
October, 2013, duly gazetted, bearing No. 6.5.R. 693(E) proposed to omit the
kforesaid proviso to Sub-rule 8. Objections ere were invited by the aforesaid
hotification. The aforesaid proviso was finally omitted by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways by a notification dated 5™ March, 2014 bearing No. 6.5.R.
152(E) which was duly gazetted.

The Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India by a letter dated g™ T anuary,
2015 requested the State Governments and Union Territories to ensure due
compliance of omission of the proviso. To be précise the letter dated 9™ January,
2015 contains the following request:-

“The Union Government attaches the highest importance to this issue and
urges the State Government/UT Administrations to strictly ensure that no vehicle
|should be allowed to carry protruding loads and other dangerous, protruding
materials and strict action should be taken against the violators under the
appropriate laws".

The omission of the proviso to Sub-rule 8 of Rule 93 of the Central Motor
Vehicle Rules was challenged unsuccessfully before the Sikkim High Court in WP@
No. 39 of 2014 (J.B. Chettri Vs Govt of Sikkim) as also in D.B. W.P, (C) No. 13 of
2014 (Piyush Tewari Vs The Chief Secretary & Ors.)
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The Commission has taken sue motu cognizance of the heart |-ending incident
and the following steps are being taken :
(a) an investigation by the Investigating Wing of the Commission;
(b) the Principal Secretary, Transport Department, Govt. of West Bengal is
directed to submit a report within three weeks i.e. by 2" February, 2017
as to the steps taken by the State Government to enforce the omission

of proviso to Sub-rule 8 of Rule 93 of the Central Motor Vehicle Rules.

( Justice Girish Chandra Gupta )
Chairperson

(Naparajit zéhtjee )
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40 injured in Howrah bus accident - Times of India hitp://timesofindia.indiati /city/kolkata/5-killed-30-injured-in-...

Printad from
; THE TIMES OF INDLA

5 killed, 30 injured in Howrah bus accident

PTI | Jan 7, 2017, 05.05 PM IST

HOWRAH: Five passengers were killed and 30 injured when a bus
returning from Purni hit a trailer at Kashyappur in Howrah district on NH &
today,

While four passengers died on the spot, a 40-year-old woman succumbed
to injuries at Uluberia Subdivisional Hospital, the police said.

Seventy peaple from Jagadballabhpur in the district had gone to the sea
side temple town of Puri in Odisha on Monday and were returming from
there when the accident occurred

An 11-year-cld girl and the helper of the bus were among the dead, the police said

The injured were admitted to Uluberia Subdivisional Haspital where the condition of one person was stated to be senous.

The bus driver escaped from the spot, police said.
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‘days su
i Jan. 7: Five people were killed and more than 20 injured after vacationing in Purl when the
LEISURE bus they were in rammed into a trailer in Uluberia sarly today.
i e M
Sadokl Around 3.45am, peopla fiving In Kashyappur along NH 6 woke up 1o cries of hedp from
Sudoku New Passengers rapped inside the bus, police said,
Crossword
J They broke the wind P and the rear wi ield 1o rescue the gers. "People
were screaming in pain. We used ladders 1o get them out of the bus,” Parul Dolod, whao lives
Gallery barely 20m from the accident spot, said, "The bus driver was bleeding from the head and
ARCHIVES SR Erhep.
Since 1 March, 1999 The palice, h , said the driver i “We are looking for him. There has
been no arests," an officer said, “Most of the 60-odd passengers are from Howrah's
PRESS RELEASES Munsirhat, @ 30-minute drive from the spot,”
z:““::"‘“ e Biswajit Patra, who has a fractured leg, said they had left for Oclisha on Monday,
WS
PR Newswire Pradip Jana, 46, Rabi Mandal, 55, Debosmita Ghuku, 11, and the bus attendant, Laxmi, in his
were declared dead at Uluberia Sub-divisional Hospital. "Eleven people are admitted
EXTRAS with fractures,” Sudip Ranjan Kanrar, the hospital superintendent, said. Asima Patra, 70, was
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About Us A fire brake out at the Ordnance Factory Board's office off Strand Road this afternoon. Eight
Advertise fira engines were used to douse the flames in about an hour,
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